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LATETE MOMIFIEE 024584 /TOI MOKO 31

Thank you for your emai! dated 20 February 2010 mdicatmg the Musée

defhnographle Gendve wishes an update about La t&te momifiée 024584 /Toi
moko 31, which was repatiated to the Museum of New Zealand Te Papa

Tongarewa (Te Papa) in 1992,

5!n resp'e‘ct to your requeast, | am pleased te indicate the Toi moko (La i8te momifiée

024584 fToi moko 31) is housed'in Te Papa s Wahi Tapu {a sacred repository only
for human remains), The Wahi Tapu is climate controlled with strict access
condlflons ' . ‘ '

Furthermore the New Zealand govemment recognised Te Papa’s contnbutlon fo
the repatriation of Maori ancestral remains by mandating Te Papa’s Karanga
Aotearoa Repatriation Programme to underiake repatnatton work on behalf of
New Zealand. This is also supported by Maaori.

Smce 2003 Te Papa has repatriated 186 kéiwi tangata (Maorl ancestral remains)
back to New Zealand, with 82 KGiwi tangata (Maori ancestral remains) returned to

. their piace of origin in New Zealand by Te Papa and its predecessor the National
" Museum. For more information about the Karanga Aotearoa Repatriation
-Programme please refer to the programme’s resources included in this lefter, as

' weil as additional information on the following webpage address:

http {lwww.tepapa. govt nziAboutUisepatnatson!pagesfeverv;ew aspx

Loan Agreement Request

On behalf of Te Papa | would like to forrnalfy apologise for the delay in

corresponc%mg in respect to the loan agreement between our two institutions.
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Furthermore, I dutifully ask if Musée d'ethnographie and the City of Geneva would
kindly consider extending the loan agfreement to a long term loan or alternatively
gifting the Toi moko to the care of Te Papa, until a final resting place is found for
these Maori ancestral remains. ' o

! look forward to receiving your responss in due course ‘and hope -Te Papa’s

_request meets with the approval of both Musée d'ethnographie Geneve and the City

of Genava,

Nga mihi (Kind regards)
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